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I Samuel 1-15

1. Who were Elkanah’s wives and what was the rivalry between them? (Chapter 1)

2. What does ‘Samuel’ mean? (Chapter 1)

3. What was the judgment put on Eli’s household? (Chapter 2)

4. Were the people hearing God’s word in Eli’s day? (Chapter 3)

5. What does ‘Ichabod’ mean and what is the significance of it? (Chapter 4)

6. When the Philistines sent the ark back to Israel, what offering did they send with it? Why?  
(Chapter 6)

7. Why did seventy men of Beth Shemesh die? (Chapter 6)

8. What does ‘Ebenezer’ mean and why did Samuel give a stone that name? (Chapter 7)

9. God uses both practical and spiritual ways to accomplish His purposes. How did Saul happen to 
come to Samuel and how did Samuel know Saul was to be king? (Chapter 9)

10. What was the sign given to Saul of his kingship? (Chapter 10)

11. What did Saul look like and how did he act when he was singled out as king in front of the people? 
(Chapter 10)

12. How was Saul’s kingship confirmed to the doubters? (Chapter 11)
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1. What is Hannah extolling about God in her prayer? (Chapter 2) 

2. Why did God want to do away with Eli’s sons? What does this say about a person’s calling?  
(Chapter 2)

3. What does it mean that the Lord let none of Samuel’s words “fall to the ground?” (Chapter 3)

4. The ark of God was guidance and glory to Israel. What was its effect on the Philistines? Why? 
(Chapter 5)

5. Why was it an unusual sign when the cows, which the Philistines hitched to the ark went to Beth 
Shemesh? (Chapter 6)

6. Why was it bad for Israel to desire a king? (Chapter 8 & 12)

7. What did Samuel say about failing to pray for the people? (Chapter 12)

8. What principle is learned from Saul’s actions in Gilgal? (Chapter 13)

9. How was Jonathan an example of faith to Israel? (Chapter 14)

10. Why was Saul’s oath for the people not to eat, a foolish oath? (Chapter 14)

11. What can we learn from Saul’s actions after beating the Amalekites ? What do we learn of the 
character of God? (Chapter 15)
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Consider this:

Saul was a head taller than anyone else and yet his downfall 
came when he feared the people. Fear of man is surely 
a snare.

ANSWERS TO LESSON 22

OBSERVATIONS

1. Hannah and Peninnah. Hannah had no children, but 
Elkanah loved her very much, so Peninnah provoked 
Hannah for being barren. (1:1-8)

2. Heard of God. (1:20)

3. God said He would take away the strength of Eli’s 
house The men would all die in their prime. His two sons 
would die on the same day. (2:30-34)

4. No. The word of the Lord was rare. (3:1)

5. Ichabod means “no glory”. The Philistines had beaten 
Israel badly and stolen the Ark of the Covenant over 
which the glory of God rested and led the people. 
(4:21-22)

6. They offered five gold models of mice and five of 
tumors (one for each Philistine king) in hopes that God’s 
hand of wrath would be lifted. (6:4-5)

7. Because they looked into the Ark. (6:19)

8. It means “stone of help” because when Israel repented, 
God helped them slaughter the Philistines. (7:12)

9. Saul was looking for his father’s lost donkeys and 
God had spoken to Samuel that at a certain time, a 
Benjamite was coming whom he should anoint as king. 
(9:1-17)

10. Samuel said he would meet certain prophets and he 
would prophesy. God changed Saul’s heart; and he 
indeed prophesied among the prophets. (10:1-14)

11. He was a head taller than anyone else, but he was 
hiding in the baggage. (10:20-24)

12. God used him to unite Israel and beat the Amorites. (11)

QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER THOUGHT

1. Hannah extols God’s kindness, mercy and grace, 
especially toward the poor, needy and weak ones. 
(2:1-10)

2. Eli’s sons had become corrupt priests, thinking only of 
themselves. A person must walk worthy of his calling or 
reap the consequences. (2:12-36)

3. Samuel walked with God so his words became 
meaningful and life-giving, which caused people to 
listen. (3:19-21)

4. It was death and sickness to the Philistines. Because 
God’s hand was heavy upon it and they did not fear 
God. (5)

5. Because the cows had recently calved and would 
normally refuse to leave their calves. (6:7-12)

6. They did not have a relationship with God so He could 
lead them.They wanted a king “like other nations”. They 
rejected God to have a man lead them. (8:4-9, 12:12)

7. He would not want to sin against the Lord by failing to 
pray for them. (12:23)

8. We must not be anxious and let others’ fear or panic 
cause us to move in the flesh. (13:7-14)

9. Jonathan believed God would deliver the Philistines into 
their hand. He single-handedly set the Philistines into 
confusion and then the faint-hearted joined him and 
beat the Philistines . (14:1-23)

10. The oath made the soldiers weak, and it backfired 
when Jonathan unknowingly broke the oath. (14:24-
45)

11. To hear God’s word and obey is far better than 
sacrifice or the best of our own ideas. There is a point 
where God brings judgment on human arrogance and 
He does not change His mind. (15)
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I Samuel 16-31

1. Why did David think he could kill Goliath when even the strongest men in Israel were afraid? 
(Chapter 17)

2. What feelings moved Saul to do foolish things? (Chapter 18)

3. What did Samuel, David, Saul and Saul’s men all do at Naioth? At Ramah? Why? (Chapter 19)

4. Who helped David flee from Saul? Why? (Chapters 19 & 20)

5. What does David use for his sword after fleeing from Saul? (Chapter 21)

6. Why did David act like a madman when he was with King Achish? (Chapter 21)

7. Describe David’s original army. (Chapter 22)

8. Why did Saul kill the priests at Nob? Were his actions justified? (Chapter 22)

9. How did David manage to keep away from Saul? (Chapters 22-26)

10. Why did David go to Ziklag? (Chapter 27)

11. Why did Saul resort to going to a witch? (Chapter 28)

12. The Philistine commanders did not want David and his men to march with them so they sent them 
back to Ziklag. How did God use this? (Chapters 29-30)
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1. What lesson can we learn from Samuel about mourning over a sad situation? (Chapter 16)

2. David was only a shepherd and didn’t compare to his brothers or Saul in stature. Why then, did God 
choose David? (Chapter 16)

3. What can we learn about anointed praise from David and Saul? (Chapter 16)

4. Can we learn something from the fact that David couldn’t use Saul’s armor but was successful with 
only a sling? (Chapter 17)

5. Why would God want to send an evil spirit upon Saul? (Chapter 18)

6. Compare 1 Samuel 21:6 with Mark 2:23-27. How did God look upon David’s action?

7. Why did David not kill Saul when he had the chance? (Chapters 22-26)

8. What lesson can we learn from Abigail in Chapter 25?

9. Samuel, who was dead, said to Saul that the next day Saul would be with him. What does this show us 
of God’s mercy? (Chapter 28)

10. What can we learn from the way that David divided the spoil of the Amalekites? (Chapter 30)

11. How did Saul meet his end and what does that tell us? (Chapter 31)

DEEPER THOUGHT
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Consider this:

God could have waited to anoint David king after Saul 
was dead. However, He chose to give the people a visual 
contrast between David and Saul. Saul was a head taller 
than anyone in Israel, but his heart was not right. Little David 
had a heart toward God.

ANSWERS TO LESSON 23

OBSERVATIONS

1. He believed that God would overrule the circumstances 
and deliver him into his hands. (17:37)

2. Jealousy and fear. (18)

3. They all prophesied because the Spirit of the Lord was 
heavy upon them. (19:18-24)

4. His wife Michal, Saul’s daughter, and his friend 
Jonathan, Saul’s son. Because they loved him and could 
see that Saul had turned evil. (19:11-17, 20:1-4)

5. Goliath’s old sword. (21:9)

6. Because of fear. He was afraid they might expose him 
because they knew who he was. (21:12-15)

7. All those who were in distress, or in debt, or 
discontented. (22:1-2)

8. He killed them out of fear that they were in allegiance 
with David. He was totally wrong because the priests 
had no knowledge of Saul’s hatred for David. (22:6-
23)

9. God always spoke to David and told him what to do. 
(22-26)

10. He looked for a place where Saul would not search, for 
him and king Achish gave him Ziklag. (27:1-6)

11. Because God no longer answered him. (28:6)

12. They got back to Ziklag in time to chase the enemy who 
had plundered the city. (30:1-8)

QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER THOUGHT

1. When God works, even in sorrow, we need to stop 
mourning and embrace a new beginning. (16:1)

2. God looks on the heart, not the outward appearance. 
(16:5-13)

3. Evil cannot stay where there is anointed praise to God. 
(16:23)

4. We can’t battle the enemy with someone else’s gifts and 
anointing. (17:34-39)

5. Saul fluctuated between good and evil and God saw 
that his heart would not follow Him. God wanted Saul’s 
reign to come to an end. (18:6-12)

6. It was ok for David to go against the letter of the law for 
God’s higher purposes.

7. He believed Saul was God’s anointed until he died, 
even though he wasn’t righteous.

8. Blessed are the peacemakers. Abigail was a true 
picture of an intercessor. Nabal was selfish and died 
because of it. (25:14-35)

9. God was merciful to send Saul to where Samuel was 
after death, even though Saul bad become disobedient. 
(28:19)

10. Our reward is the same, whether we go out or stay 
home, so we should be wherever God calls us. (30:23-
25)

11. He died at the bands of the Philistines. When we cease 
to follow God, we are at the mercy of the enemy. (31)
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