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OBSERVAT IONS
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JEREMIAH 16-31
M A JO R PRO PH E TS
LESSO N 61

1. Why did God tell Jeremiah not to marry anyone 
in the land or to go to any funerals or feasts? 
(Chapter 16)

2. Why was God sending fishermen and hunters? 
(Chapter 16)

3. What does Jeremiah say about the heart? 
Trusting in man? Trusting in God? (Chapter 17)

4. What was God saying when He told Israel He 
would show them His back and not His face? 
(Chapter 18)

5. Jeremiah said Pashur the priest would have 
his name changed to Magor-Missabib. Why? 
(Chapter 20)

6. What was God’s response to Zedekiah when he 
cried out about the Babylonians attacking them? 
(Chapter 21)

7. What was Jeremiah’s message to the kings, 
shepherds and prophets in these chapters? 
(Chapters 22 & 23)

8. Jeremiah prophesied Judah’s captivity by 
Babylon. How long did he say they would be in 
exile? Then what would happen? (Chapter 25)

9. Jeremiah was threatened with death by some of 
the people. Why was he not killed? (Chapter 26)

10. What was the outcome of Hananiah’s prophecy? 
(Chapter 28)

11. What was the content of the message which 
Jeremiah sent to the exiles already in Babylon? 
(Chapter 29)

12. Why did God say He would destroy Shemaiah 
when he was prophesying good things for God’s 
people? (Chapter 29)
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1. God says that men will no longer say, “As the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,”, But 
rather they will say, “As the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of all the countries where He had 
banished them.” What is the significance of this prophecy? (Chapter 16)

2. What does Jeremiah say about keeping the Sabbath holy, or the results of not keeping it? How should this 
speak to us? (Chapter 17)

3. What was God’s word to Jeremiah at the potter’s house? What does this say to us today? (Chapter 18)

4. What word did Jeremiah speak to the people when he brought a jar with him and broke it in front of them? 
(Chapter 19)

5. When Jeremiah becomes discouraged by insults and reproach, he considers quitting prophesying, but then 
God’s word burns like fire in his heart! What does this mean to you? (Chapter 20)

6. What is the meaning of the vision of two baskets of figs? (Chapter 24)

7. Why did God tell Jeremiah to fashion a yoke for himself and walk around carrying it? (Chapter 27)

8. The Lord says in 30:12, “Your wound is incurable, your injury beyond healing.” But then He tells of a new 
covenant. What will it be like? (Chapters 30 & 31)
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Consider this:

Jeremiah 31:15 says, “A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning 
and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and 
refusing to be comforted because her children are no more.” 
According to Matthew 2:18, this prophecy was fulfilled 
hundreds of years later by King Herod when he murdered all 
the male children 2 years old and under in an attempt to kill 
the Christ child.

ANSWERS TO LESSON 61

OBSERVATIONS

1. God had removed His hand from them. They were 
about to reap the fruit of their own evil. (16:1-5)

2. To “fish” and “hunt” the Israelites. To be used as 
instruments of God’s judgment. (16:16-18)

3. It is deceitful above all things. Cursed is the one who 
trusts in man, he will be like a bush in the wasteland. 
Blessed is the one who trusts in God, he will be like a 
tree planted by the water. (17:5-10)

4. He was turning from the people because they were 
reprobate. He wasn’t going to bless them, make His 
face shine on them. (18:1-17)

5. Magor-Missabib means terror on every side. God was 
going to make him a terror to himself and all his friends. 
(20:1-4)

6. God said He Himself would also fight against Zedekiah 
and Israel because it was his will for the Babylonians to 
win. (21:1-5)

7. The kings were to repent and do what is just and 
right. He proclaimed woe to the shepherds who were 
scattering the sheep of His pasture. The prophets 
and priests are godless and wicked. Their path would 
become slippery and they will be banished. (22:1-5, 
23:1-2, 11-12)

8. 70 years, then the Lord would judge Babylon and it 
would fall. (25:12-14)

9. Some feared God and felt they would bring disaster on 
themselves if they killed Jeremiah. (26:10-19)

10. The Lord replaced the wooden yoke with an iron 
yoke and Hananiah died that same year, because he 
prophesied falsely. (28:12-17)

11. Work and pray for Babylon ‘s prosperity, because as it 
prospers they will prosper. When the time is right, God 
would call them out. (29: 4-11)

12. Even though they were good things, they were not of 
the Lord. He prophesied against Jeremiah. (29:24-32)

QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER THOUGHT

1. The Israelites voluntarily went to Egypt because of 
drought. They were delivered from Egypt many years 
later when the Egyptians made them slaves. Babylon on 
the other hand was an instrument of God’s wrath. God 
sent them there because of their wickedness. (16:14-15)

2. If they keep the Sabbath, the city will prosper. If they 
don’t, it won’t. We need to keep the spirit of the 
Sabbath, and we will prosper. (17:19-27)

3. Just as the potter crushed the first pot and made 
another, we are to be as clay in God’s hand so He can 
mold us as He wills. (18:1-6)

4. God was going to smash the nation and city just as the 
jar was smashed. (19)

5. Once we agree to walk with God, we can’t turn back 
because His word burns in our hearts. (20:7-12)

6. The two baskets of figs are compared to those already 
exiled in Babylon and those who stayed behind. God 
considers the exiles as the good figs and those who 
stayed as bad. This was opposite of what the people 
thought! (24)

7. To picture the yoke of bondage the Babylonians would 
incur. (27:1-7)

8. God would put his law in their minds and write it on 
their hearts because they were unable to do this on 
their own. (31:33)
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