
Joshua 10-11: 
Taking Ground in  
Your life 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Rich Kao 
Nov. 17, 2019 



Joshua 10-11:  Taking Ground in Your Life 
 
Joshua 11:23  “So Joshua took the whole (entire) land, according to 
all that the LORD had spoken to Moses, and Joshua gave it for an 
inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Thus 
the land had rest from war.” 



Joshua’s Conquest  
Of Canaan –  

The Promise Land 



Summary of Southern Campaign 
 
Joshua 10:40 – “Thus Joshua struck all the land, the hill 
country and the Negev and the lowland and the slopes and 
all their kings. He left no survivor, but he utterly destroyed all 
who breathed, just as the LORD, the God of Israel, had 
commanded.” 



Joshua’s Conquest  
Of Canaan –  

The Promise Land 



Battle at Waters of Merom – New Battlefront - N. Region 
Josh.11:4-5 “They came out, they and all their armies with them, 
as many people as the sand that is on the seashore, with very 
many horses and chariots. 5 So all of these kings having agreed 
to meet, came and encamped together at the Waters of Merom, 
to fight against Israel.” 
 
God’s Response to Joshua 
Josh.11:6  6 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid 
because of them, for tomorrow at this time I will deliver all of them 
slain before Israel; you shall hamstring their horses and burn their 
chariots with fire.” 
 
 



Outcome of Northern Campaign 
 

Joshua 11:7-8   “So Joshua and all the people of war with him 
came upon them suddenly by the waters of Merom, and attacked 
them. 8 The LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, so that 
they defeated them.” 
 
* In total, 31 kings were defeated by Joshua in his central,             
        southern and northern campaigns (12:24). 
 
* Like Joshua, God is teaching us how to take ground in our         
       life. 
 



How We Take Ground in Our Life 
 
Josh.10:40 - 40 Thus Joshua struck all the land, the hill country 
and the Negev and the lowland and the slopes and all their kings. 
He left no survivor, but he utterly destroyed all who breathed, just 
as the LORD, the God of Israel, had commanded. 
  
Josh.11:6 - 6 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid 
because of them, for tomorrow at this time I will deliver all of them 
slain before Israel; you shall hamstring their horses and burn their 
chariots with fire.” 
 



How We Take Ground in Our Life 
 
1.  We need to take the “hill countries.” – 10:40a  
 
     * Hill countries = high places in our lives. 
     * Endurance is required. 
     * 11:18 “Joshua wages war against all these kings for a long 

 time.” 



How We Take Ground in Our Life 
 
2.   We must possess the “Negev.” – 10:40b 
 
     * Negev = broad areas in our lives. 
     * Seasons were God wants us to take large areas quickly. 
     * Joshua acted with speed: 

 Josh.10:9 Southern Campaign: So Joshua came upon them 
        suddenly by marching all night from Gilgal.  
 Josh.11:7 Northern campaign: So Joshua and all the  
         people of war with him came upon them suddenly by the 
        waters of Merom, and attacked them.  

 



How We Take Ground in Our Life 
 
3.   We must conquer the “lowlands.” – 10:40c 
 

     * Lowlands = when our journey is difficult and gets us down. 
     * Mt. 5:4 – Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be 

 comforted. 
     * Is. 57:15 God says, “I dwell on a high and holy place, and 

 ALSO with the contrite and lowly of spirit in order to 
 revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the 
 contrite.” 

     * Ps. 145:14 “He sustains all who fall and raises up all who are 
 bowed down.” 

     * Job. 5:11 “Those who mourn are lifted to safety.” 
 



How We Take Ground in Our Life 
 
4.   We must take the “slopes.” – 10:40d 
 

     * Slopes = transitions points between places. 
     * Navigating transitions properly requires godly counsel and 

 due submission. 
     * Can’t have an independent spirit. 
 



How We Take Ground in Our Life 
 
5.   We must take out the “kings.” – 10:40e 
 

     * Kings = strongmen/strongholds in our life that prevent us 
 from progressing in Jesus. 

     * Must have a mind for complete victory 
     * Jn.10:10 - “I came that you might have life and have it 

 abundantly. 
 



How We Take Ground in Our Life 
 
6.   We must hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with 

 fire.” – 11:6 
 

11:6 - Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid because 
of them, for tomorrow at this time I will deliver all of them slain 
before Israel; you shall hamstring their horses and burn their 
chariots with fire.” 
 
* We must not be intimidated by the enemy’s war horse and 

 whirling chariots. 



God is the God of every area, terrain,  
and challenge in your life. 
      
      * Taking ground is how you glorify God with your life. 
      * God wants us to succeed and prosper – Josh. 1:8.    
      * What part of your promise land do you need to take? 



Joshua conquers the 
five kings at Gibeon 


