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1. What are examples of the meaninglessness of 
natural occurrences on earth? (Chapter 1)

2. What teacher tried different pleasures and 
undertook great projects and what did he 
discover? (Chapters 1 & 2)

3. Is the fate of man different from the animals? 
(Chapter 3)

4. Why does the teacher consider those not yet born 
as being better off? (Chapter 4)

5. What does the teacher say about vows and words? 
(Chapter 5)

6. A man may have wealth and honor and lack no 
desire of his heart, but what must accompany this 
to give it meaning! (Chapters 5 & 6)

7. Why should we not take to heart everything we 
hear people say? (Chapter 7)

8. Does righteousness guarantee a long life or 
wickedness a short life? (Chapter 8)

9. Is wisdom better than strength? (Chapter 9)

10. Can we understand all the ways of the Lord 
according to the teacher? (Chapter 11)

11. What does the teacher say about writing and 
studying more? (Chapter 12)
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1. Why would much sorrow and grief come with much 
wisdom and knowledge? (Chapter 1)

2. What does God give to those who please Him and 
what does he give to the sinner?  
(Chapter 2)

3. Is there truly a time to hate and a time to kill, as it is 
says in this chapter? (Chapter 3)

4. According to Ecclesiastes, does history repeat 
itself? (Chapter 3)

5. What is the advantage of going in twos? Does this 
have spiritual application? (Chapter 4)

6. Is it true that you “can’t take it with you?”  
How then should we live? (Chapter 5)

7. What should we do when times are good? Bad? 
Why is it not wise to dwell on the “good old days?” 
(Chapter 7)

8. What is meant by “even a live dog is better than a 
dead lion?” Do you think the writer is presenting a 
good view of death? (Chapter 9)

9. What is the meaning of verse 4 concerning 
steadfastness and calmness? (Chapter 10)

10. What is the meaning of verses 1 & 2?  
(Chapter 11)

11. What is the conclusion of Ecclesiastes?  
Is everything on earth truly vanity? (Chapter 12)
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Consider this:

Ecclesiastes 12:11 says, “The words of the wise are like goads, 
their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails – given by 
one shepherd.” Jesus, our one shepherd, goads us with His 
words and secures us firmly with his wisdom.

ANSWERS TO LESSON 53

OBSERVATIONS

1. The sun continually rising and setting, the winds 
blowing, the streams always flowing. (1:5-7)

2. Solomon. Everything is vanity. (1:1,12- 2:11)

3. Physically, no, because they both die. Spiritually, 
yes, because our spirits rise up to heaven. (3:19-
21)

4. Because he has not seen the evil done under the 
sun. (4 :3)

5. Let words be few. It is better not to vow than to 
make a vow and not fulfill it. (5:2-5)

6. He must be enabled by God to enjoy them. 
(5:18-6:6)

7. At times we all say things that hurt people when 
we don’t watch our tongues. (7:21-22)

8. No, our reward is not always here on earth. (8:12-
14)

9. Yes and no. Yes, because the fruit is better. No, 
in the sense that they are both forgotten. (9:16-
18)

10. No, we don’t know the path of the wind, or how 
a baby is formed in the womb. (11:5)

11. There is no end to making books and much study 
wearies the body. (12:12)

QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER THOUGHT

1. The more we know of God and his creation, the 
more we realize how far man has strayed and 
how wicked they are. (1:18)

2. To those who please him, he gives wisdom, 
knowledge and happiness. To the sinner God 

gives the task of gathering wealth to hand it to 
the one who pleases God. (2:26)

3. Yes, we should hate sin and put to death the 
flesh. (3:1-8)

4. Yes, there is nothing new under the sun and what 
will be, has already been before. (3:15)

5. If ones falls, the other can pick him up. They keep 
each other warm and they fight together. Jesus 
sent his disciples out in twos for these reasons 
spiritually. (4:9-12)

6. Yes, it’s true. A man comes naked from his 
mother’s womb. As he comes, so he departs. 
We should not hold tightly to anything on earth . 
(5:10-17)

7. Be happy. Remember God has made both. If we 
try to live in the past, we become discouraged 
with the troubles of the present. (7:10 & 14)

8. A live dog, which was considered the scum of 
the animal kingdom, is better off than a dead 
lion, who is “the king of the beasts.” No, the 
view of death spoken of here, is only from the 
human standpoint and that no one remembers 
the dead. (9:4-6)

9. If a person is steadfast and calm, instead of 
reacting to correction, it will lay an error to rest, 
rather than starting a big flare-up.

10. We should always be giving from what we have, 
and when we are in need it will be returned to 
us.

11. Fear God and keep his commandments. 
Everything is vanity unless we live as unto the 
Lord, then he makes life meaningful. (12:13)


